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villages burnt ; while on the south bank the Lakma
Nagas in the hills south-east of Sibsagor, between the
Dilli and Dikkoo rivers, appeared to have been suffici-
ently strong to carry on a series of raids into the
plains and to seriously harass the Ahom troops sent
into the hills against them.

These particular Nagas were visited in February,
1900, by the Deputy Commissioner with a punitive
party, and were found to be anything but a war-like
people. In 1658, owing to confusion arising in Bengal
consequent on the Emperor Shah Jehan's illness, the
Kocch people rose and made a supreme effort to throw
off the Moghul yoke under which for years they had
lain. The Ahoms were induced to join in this, and
while the Kocches overpowered the Moghuls in Goal-
para and southern Kamarupa, their allies proceeded
against and captured Hajo and Gauhati. Dissensions,
however, arising between the two allies, the Ahoms
attacked and drove the Kocches across the Sankosh
river, which joins the Brahmaputra at Dubhri, after
which they became masters of entire Assam. A
mastery which they only enjoyed four years, for 1662
saw the Moghul armies again in motion under Mir
Jumla, then Governor of Bengal, to recover the lost
territory. As this is the most famous of all Moghul
invasions it is deserving of more attention and in
greater detail.